5th Quadrennial and 18thRegular Session

5th Quadrennial and 18thRegular Session

CROWNE PLAZA HOTELS AND RESORTS - COLUMBUS, OH

CROWNE PLAZA HOTELS AND RESORTS - COLUMBUS, OH

REGISTRATION

8:00AM – 9:00AM

LUNCH

WORSHIP SESSION

9:00AM – 10:00AM

BUSINESS SESSION

APRIL 10, 2022

Praise and Worship
Invocation
Introduction of Devotional Speaker
Music of Meditation
Devotional Message
Prayer of Consecration (English)
Prayer of Consecration (Spanish)
BUSINESS SESSION
Welcome
Call to Order
Official Call and Seating of Delegates
Certification and Declaration of Quorum
Opening of Session
Motion to Accept Agenda
Introduction and Acceptance of New Churches
Motion to Accept Session Parliamentarian
Acceptance of General Conference Rules of Order
Acceptance of Delegates at Large
Session Orientation
Administration’s Reports
President
Executive Vice-President
Chief Financial Officer
Motion to Accept the Audited Financial
Statements: 2017-2020
Motion to Accept Report of the Administration
Report of the Nominating Committee
Regional Institutions Reports
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Steve Valles, AWC Pastor
Dr. Violet Cox, AWC Education Superintendent
Marvin C. Brown, III, AWC President
Evelyn Fordham-Goodman, CAA Principal
Dr. Leslie Pollard, OU President
René Cannon, AWC Pastor
Joel González, AWC Pastor
10:00AM – 12:00PM
Marvin C. Brown, III, AWC President
Marvin C. Brown, III, AWC President
Joel E. Johnson, AWC Executive Vice-President
Joel E. Johnson, AWC Executive Vice-President
Marvin C. Brown, III, AWC President

APRIL 10, 2022

12:00PM – 1:00PM

Resume Conference Session
Report of Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Report of the Nominating Committee
Adjournment
Benediction
OPEN HOUSE

1:00PM – 2:00PM
Marvin C. Brown, III, AWC President
Joel E. Johnson, AWC Executive Vice-President
David Weigley, CUC President
Emmanuel Asiedu, CUC Treasurer
15 MINUTES AFTER BENEDICTION

ABBREVIATIONS:
AWC = Allegheny West Conference | CAA = Columbus Adventist Academy | OU = Oakwood University
CUC = Columbia Union Conference

The Allegheny West Conference takes this opportunity to thank God for His faithfulness and mercies.
Words cannot simply express our gratitude to all our constituents for your faithful support.
You are cordially invited to attend an open house and tour the new building facilities for the
conference office.

Joel E. Johnson, AWC Executive Vice-President
Joel E. Johnson, AWC Executive Vice-President
Joel E. Johnson, AWC Executive Vice-President
Robert Patterson, Esq, Parliamentarian
Marvin C. Brown, III, AWC President
Joel E. Johnson, AWC Executive Vice-President
Keisha A. Bone, AWC Chief Financial Officer
Joel E. Johnson, AWC Executive Vice-President
Keisha A. Bone, AWC Chief Financial Officer
David Weigley, CUC President
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PRESIDENT’S
Letter

All around us, there are hurting people, living without
Jesus, and bound for an eternity without God. We must
tell them the good news of God’s grace and everlasting
love in sending his Son Jesus Christ. We must move
forward together in Mission and Ministry. As we
look to Jesus, following his example of service and
humility, He will help us, bless our efforts, and
energize us to finish the work.

W

elcome to the 18th Constituency Session of the Allegheny
West Conference. It is amazing how quickly four years go by.
As I reflect on these past four years, I am amazed by how much
has taken place both in our conference and in our world. At
the start of our last quadrennial session, I was privileged to be elected
to serve as your executive vice president and later appointed as interim
president in 2020, for which it has been my distinct honor to serve you.
Amid a global pandemic that closed churches and in-person schooling
for months, we were reminded that ministry in the Allegheny West
Conference does not stop even when our church doors are closed. When
faced with political division and civil unrest brought about by racial
injustices such as the murder of George Floyd and the Charlottesville
riots, we were reminded of our role in taking the gospel to a broken and
hurting world. As I reflect on the changes we have experienced, a Bible
text immediately comes to my mind. Philippians 3:14: “I press on toward
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

Marvin C. Brown, III

President
of the Allegheny West Conference

It has been nothing short of a miracle to watch our churches, members,
and employees move forward in mission despite the changes and, at
times, challenges we have experienced. I praise God for the service of
our dedicated pastors and ministry leaders who encouraged the people
of God in making sure corporate worship continued, even if they met
virtually. Our schools and teachers quickly adapted to new online
platforms facilitating virtual learning and providing support to students
and parents. Faithful members returned tithe and offerings to keep our
schools, churches, and ministries functioning, even remotely. Indeed,
the hand of the Lord was and continues to be upon us. He has preserved
and sustained us during uncertain times and brought us safely to the
other side. Truly, nothing can separate us from his love!
We have chosen “Moving Mission Forward” as the theme for our 2022
Constituency Session. As we meditate on this theme and the words of
the apostle Paul – “’straining toward what is ahead, I press on...’” – let us
choose to be like Paul as we press on in Mission.
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I want to thank the Allegheny
West Conference constituents
for their prayers and
encouragement.

To Dr. William Joseph, Ministerial Secretary,
and Dr. Sergio Romero, Multicultural Director,
your service, counsel, and support have
significantly contributed to the success we have
experienced as a leadership team. For that, you
have my gratitude. I also wish to extend my
heartfelt appreciation for a job well done to our
departmental directors.

PRESIDENTIAL

Acknowledgements

I

would like to acknowledge our Executive
Vice president, my beloved friend, confidant,
and brother from my other mother, Joel E.
Johnson. Your love and support have helped
me tremendously. Never in all our dreams could
we have imagined being blessed with the honor
of serving God’s people, the sheep of His pasture,
in this capacity.

To my Chief Financial Officer, Mrs. Keisha A.
Bone, I praise God for the service you have
rendered. You have been a tremendous blessing
to our conference and a special blessing to me
personally. I so appreciate how you effectively
forged positive relationships within our
organization and have been empathetic with
those you lead. Your financial acumen, keen wit,
and wisdom have inspired us towards an even
brighter future.
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I would also like to thank my predecessor, mentor,
friend, colleague and brother Dr. William Cox
with whom I had the pleasure of serving alongside
of for the past 7 years.
During Dr. Cox’s tenure as President of the
Allegheny West Conference we have:
- Reached record baptisms on several occasions
- Retired an unexpected debt of 1.3 million dollars
- Exceeded $7 million in tithe, a first in AWC
- Purchased a state of the art conference
administration building, while also maintaining a
working capital of 93%.
We will never forget his unwavering love and
commitment to the spiritual health of our
conference.

I would also like to acknowledge the AWC
Executive Committee members for their
commitment to service and prayerfully extending
this esteemed honor of managing the resources
that God has given to our conference.
And special thanks to Dr. Violet Cox for your
wise counsel and support. Your compassion is
noteworthy. Your work is always exemplary and
thorough. You have been absolutely invaluable to
our educational system.
I also want to thank our most faithful and sacrificial
teachers. I thank you for the many ways you are
laboring in the midst of this COVID-19 pandemic
to guide, lead, teach and care for our students.
As I look at the way that you are responding to
the challenges of this pandemic, my respect and
appreciation for you has only increased.
To our pastors, your prayers, long hours, and the
hard work you have done to serve your church
demonstrates that you have been faithful. You
have stayed at your post and by God’s grace
are even more resolved to pastor and protect

your church. And for this, I am eternally grateful
to have some of the bravest and finest pastors
ANYWHERE in the North American Division. I want
to personally thank these Godly, brave, fearless
pastors of integrity.
To Amneris Martinez, we began this journey
together in the Secretariat and you have been
an integral part of my life and the success of this
organization. The long hours, sleepless nights and
the sacrifices you have made behind the scenes
will never be forgotten. There are no words to
express my appreciation for you.
To my Executive Assistant, Dalia Castellanos,
thank you for your long hours of service and
dedication, your passion for excellence and
keeping me on task. Your calm demeanor and
dedication is inspiring. You make the impossible
look flawless and I’m eternally grateful and
honored for your service and support.
To the AWC office personnel, your diligence
hard work and sacrifice are what enables our
conference to serve our constituents effectively.
I could not end these acknowledgments without
thanking the love of my life, my wife, Grace.
Thirty-six years ago, she took a chance on a
struggling pastor making $450 a month, not
knowing what she had gotten herself into.
Through thick and thin, she hung in. I could
never repay her for her love and sacrifice. “Ain’t no
woman like the one I got!”

ALLEGHENY WEST CONFERENCE
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Ephesus Church is expanding
the school building by adding 6
new classrooms.
Education and the Ohio Department of Job
and Family Services.
Dayton’s Church Building Purchase: The
Hillcrest Church in Dayton, Ohio, changed its
name to Dayton’s Church. The lobby area was
renovated to a modernized resource center
for visitors; the sanctuary and restrooms
were also renovated. A new baptismal pool
was installed, and to the Glory of God, more
than 70 souls have been baptized since its
installation.

PRESIDENTIAL

Churches Highlights

I

n the Allegheny West Conference, churches,
schools, members, and employees all work
together in carrying out the gospel commission.
I praise God for the numerous ministry efforts
that took place throughout the conference
territory.
Ephesus SDA Church Expansion: Pastor Keith
Goodman, together with the Ephesus Church,
are expanding the school building by adding 6
new classrooms which will allow them to extend
the education program to the 9th grade. That
addition will increase the student enrollment
capacity of the school by 40%.
Fruit of the Spirit SDA New Building: Fruit of the
Spirit Church, led by Pastor Harold Palmer, now
occupies their newly constructed building. Their
ministry plans include continued work within the
community creating a community garden.
Southeast SDA Cleveland Media Center
Upgrades: Pastor Stan Hood, along with the
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Shiloh Cincinnati SDA - Day of Blessings

support of the ministry team, paid a special visit
to Minneapolis, MN, serving as first responders
during the George Floyd protests which provided
opportunities to minister to those in need. The
church also doubled their community service
output during the pandemic to feed the hungry
and address other needs. Also, an investment in
more than $50,000 in equipment and advertising
– to significantly improve the media center to
adjust to online broadcasting needs during the
pandemic – took place.
Shiloh Cincinnati SDA Church: Community
Partnerships: Shiloh SDA sponsored a massive
“Day of Blessings” back-to-school giveaway.
Pastor Bryant Smith, collaborating with the
Corinthian Baptist Church, supported school
age children and families, blessing them with
vaccines, haircuts, school vouchers, books,
and other school supplies. The church’s Little
Footprints Learning Center recently received
a 5-star Step Up To Quality rating, the highest
possible qualification by the Ohio Department of

New Ministerial Staff: I am excited to
welcome Daniel Golonvenko, in Dayton and
Furman Fordham, III, in Cincinnati, as new
additions to our ministerial staff. They will
serve as a catalyst in advancing our vision of
having racially diverse churches and reaching
our young adults.

Southeast SDA Cleveland - Pastor Stan Hood

Blessed Hope SDA Church Renovation: The
church sanctuary, fellowship hall, kitchen,
and upstairs offices were all renovated. A
baptismal pool was installed, and seven souls
were baptized by Pastor Stephen D. Lewis
— two of whom were the former pastor and
wife of the Lutheran church from whom the
property was purchased. I praise God for the
transition of Pastor Matthews and welcome
him to our church family.
Ethnan Temple in WIlkinsburg, PA: The
church has undergone a complete building
renovation and now houses a contemporary
sanctuary, completely refurbished restroom
facilities, and fellowship hall. The church has
led in several Community Outreach Activities
that have taken place with Pastor Jerome
Hurst which include a community block party,

Fruit of the Spirit - New Building

ALLEGHENY WEST CONFERENCE
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Grace Community
Church plans to
impact 10,000
families using the
community center as
a community school.
Columb us All Nations SDA Church

Hope for Homewood, Silence
the Violence Community Street
Festival, and a Wellness for
Wilkinsburg Vaccine Clinic.
Smyrna SDA Church Launches
Outdoor Ministry:
The Smyrna SDA Church in
Lynchburg, VA, has established
a thriving outdoor ministry
at Miller Park — one of the
city’s largest public spaces.
The church family together
with Pastor Ian Jerome have
witnessed their faith to park
patrons on Sabbaths by
presenting outstanding and
practical
Bible
teachings
drawing numerous visitors.

Grace Community Center - Future Sanctuary

Central Ohio Pastors Meeting
with Columbus Police Chief:
Keith Goodman, Senior Pastor
of the Ephesus SDA Church
in Columbus; and Ndubuisi
Nwade, Associate Pastor at
Ephesus; met with Columbus
Police Chief Thomas Quinlan
to discuss newly instituted
police reforms, in light of the
shootings of Andre Hill and
Casey Goodson, Jr., by local law
enforcement.

is now self-sustaining, and was
awarded a series of grants of
more than $160K that can be
used for teachers’ salaries,
building improvements and
school
material.
Melrose
Adventist Daycare Center is
working at full capacity with 65
kids.
Grace Community Center
New Construction: – Pastor
Myron Edmonds, with the
Grace Community SDA Church
in Cleveland, has expanded
their ministry reach with the
development of their church
building. By seeking more
impactful ways to serve their

Roanoke Melrose Adventist
Daycare Center: Thanks to the
actions taken by Pastor Charles
D. Brooks and his members,
the church’s childcare center

community, the church plans to
impact 10,000 families by 2026
using the community center as
a community school.
Columbus All Nations SDA
Church: celebrated their 10year anniversary of ministry
celebration: from its humble
beginnings leasing a small
space to a church boasting
members representing all
regions of the African continent,
the Columbus All Nations SDA
church (CANSDA) led by Pastor
Kwesi Gyimah, stands as a
testament to God’s ability to
multiply their efforts.

Central Ohio Pastors
with Columbus Police Chief Thomas Quinlan
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IN MEMORIAM
As this quadrennium comes to an
end, we pause to reflect on and
celebrate the lives of pastors Eugene
Anthony, Wilbur Young, and Collin
Parkinson, members of our pastoral
staff, that we recently lost.

PRESIDENTIAL

Pastor Eugene Anthony

Conference Highlights
Left. President Marvin C. Brown, III (AWC)
and Bob Cundiff (Ohio Conference). Right

7 E’s of Engagement Vision for Allegheny West

O

ur comprehensive vision for the
Allegheny West Conference, outlines
7 key areas of focus: Evangelize, Equip,
Educate, Entreat, Energize, Expand,
and Enunciate.
Conference Virtual Camp Meetings
Allegheny West Conference organized two Virtual
Camp Meetings (“Vision 20/20” in 2020 and “We
Are Nearing Home” in 2021), in which we were
able to digitally reach the entire conference and
beyond, bringing the hope of Jesus Christ.
31 Day Bible Reading Challenge with Ohio
Conference
Members of the Ohio Conference and Allegheny
West Conference (AWC) began 2021 and 2022
with a renewed focus. Led by both myself and our
sister conference President Bob Cundiff (Ohio),
members joined together for a 31-day President’s
Bible Reading Challenge.

14
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Adventists Rallied to Aid Victims of Ohio
Tornadoes
The Good Neighbor House (GNH) in Dayton,
Ohio, supported by multiple Ohio Conference
churches, and working with several Allegheny
West Conference (AWC) churches and community
members, worked to help persons impacted by
tornado devastation by supplying water, food,
toiletries, and cleaning supplies. AWC members,
trained in spiritual care assistance, are also
working with the Ohio Conference and Kettering
Adventist HealthCare (KAHC), to service those
in need. The Ethan Temple Church in Clayton
and the Hillcrest Church in Dayton provided
temporary relief to residents as well.
New Conference Personnel
New Chief Financial Officer: God has blessed
the Allegheny West Conference with one of our
most valuable additions - our new Chief Financial
Officer, Mrs. Keisha Bone.

Pastor Wilbur Young

Mrs. Bone has been a tremendous asset to our team. She
isn’t about just crunching numbers. She led us in defining
our financial plan and continually guides our financial
team in being more strategic and less transactional. Her
keen wit and business acumen is second to none. And
her commitment to servant leadership has contributed
in adding a healthy mission-centric culture.
Pastoral Staff
Here at the Allegheny West Conference we have some of
the most gifted, motivated, Spirit-filled, integrity-infused
pastors in the North American Division. Our men and
women did not run away from this pandemic but faced
it with faith and courage. We were able to strategically
place 26 new pastors to this amazing pastoral staff team.
Volunteer Pastors: Carl Irving, Fred Betts, Thomas Betts
Part-time Pastors: Randall Giles, Joel González, Ian
Jerome, Won S. Kim, Rickie Martin, Marcos A. Marucco,
Carlos Perdomo, Carlos A. Quiroga, Jonathan Sánchez
Full-time Pastors: Glenn Allen, Carl M. Bailey Jr., Carl
E. Brown, Charles D. Brooks, René Cannon, William
DeOliveira, Kim Dongsoo, Keith S. Goodman, Garfield K.
James, Stephen D. Lewis, Charles R. Osborne, III, John A.
Trusty, Robert C. Whitner, Max Gomez Vasquez

Pastor Anthony was my friend. Words
cannot express the sadness and
tremendous loss our conference felt
at the news of his passing. He was a
beloved leader, mentor, and pastor
of the historic Glenville SDA church in
Cleveland, Ohio, and demonstrated a
genuine love for Jesus.
Pastor Young was a classmate and a
close friend from my days at Oakwood
University. He served with humility
and was truly a man of wisdom and
had genuine love for the members
under his care. His devotion to his
family and church was evidenced in
everything he did. I thank God for him
and will miss him greatly.
Pastor Parkinson was also a personal
friend of mine. We are grateful for the
example he lived as a man of prayer
and faith, his passion for souls, and
the tremendous difference he made in
so many of our lives.
These men were giants in the mission
field with a huge heart for God’s
people. Countless lives have been
impacted through their work in the
community and throughout our
conference territory.
I thank God for the lives and
exemplary service of my dear friends
Eugene, Wilbur and Collin. Our prayers
continue for Sheila, Emogene and
Vellier, their children, grandchildren,
and extended families.

ALLEGHENY WEST CONFERENCE
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PRESIDENTIAL
Ministries Remarks
Multicultural Ministries

S

ince the last Constituency Session, the
Multicultural Department, under the
visionary leadership of Dr. Sergio Romero,
planted seven new congregations in our
territory and the ministry continues to grow
exponentially.
1. Cincinnati established a Community Service
project, creating a community bakery at the
Central Hispanic Church, teaching the community
how to bake their own goods and making bread
to serve those in need. Hundreds of families have
benefited from this initiative and several were
baptized because of the loving testimony from
the church members.
2. A Community Garden has been established
where people from the community can come to
the church land and be part of this project by
planting, caring for, and harvesting the produce.
Use of the community garden is free for those in
need.
3. For three years, the Multicultural churches
in Columbus have partnered to minister to the
local community by running a “Burgers of Love”
project, serving food, having inflatable games for
the children, face painting, puppet shows, and
short messages of hope. Hundreds are served
every year, many contacts have been made and
baptisms have followed.
4. Since 2017, our Columbus and Cincinnati
churches have run city-wide evangelistic
projects. With the Columbia Union’s support,
over 300 people have been baptized because
of the crusades in both cities. Preachers from
all over participate by preaching, visiting the
community, and helping people make decisions
for Christ. There has been a significant number
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of baptisms from these evangelistic projects.
Last year (2021), our President, Pastor Marvin C.
Brown, III, baptized the last candidate from these
projects.
5. Three new buildings have been purchased
for our Multicultural congregations, Latina
Columbus, Cristo Viene, Hamilton Ohio and All
Nations in Columbus, Ohio. Thus, bringing more
stability and growth to those groups.
Public Affairs and Religious Liberty (PARL)
The Department of Public Affairs and Religious
Liberty (PARL) is part of the global endeavor of
the SDA church to create favorable conditions
to share the good news of freedom and invite all
to loving fellowship with God and fellow human
beings. Pastor Jerome Hurst effectively led the
Allegheny West PARL Department to:
- Establish relationships with local and national
political leaders.
- Provide trainings for the local church PARL
leaders.
- Initiate intentional advocacy towards
lawmakers, senators, parliamentarians, and
various legislators and judges to influence their
decision-making in matters of religious liberty.
- Collaborate with other conference PARL Leaders
to develop best practices.
- Support and participate in The Annual Liberty
Magazine Subscription Drive.
- Provide Sabbath Accommodation Letters for
members when requested.
- Promote religious liberty for all people, no
matter what they believe.
Adventist Community Service
In the Allegheny West Conference territory,

we have been blessed to have the innovative
leadership of Pastor Jerome Hurst in creating
new partnerships and opportunities to serve the
neighborhoods within our territory. Allegheny
West ACS is strategically developing new
approaches to make our church buildings centers
of positive influence, providing local services
to the surrounding community. Through these
efforts to connect with our community, we seek
to show them the love of Jesus.
This quadrennial has been highly challenging due
to the pandemic. Nevertheless, we look forward
to carrying out the Lord’s commission to take
care of His sheep in the coming year.
Family Ministries
Dr. Lloydston Burton and the Family Ministries
Department continues to provide resources,
training, and networking opportunities that
bring hope and wholeness to families. Over the
past few years, Family Life conferences have
been coordinated throughout our territory.
Participants have been tremendously blessed
by the seminars held throughout the conference.
Dr. Burton has had a keen eye in planning and
providing programming that met the needs of
our membership. Many of these workshops may
be accessed on the awconf.org website.

Education Department
The past two years have been challenging
for everyone, but particularly in the field of
education, as we were forced to seek new ways of
meeting the educational needs of our students.
Nevertheless, God continued to bless and advance
the education system in the Allegheny West
Conference under the inspirational leadership of
Dr. Violet Cox. Our two academies continue to
flourish with an impressive total enrollment of
327 students.
Looking toward to the immediate future,
Columbus Adventist Academy has a current
building expansion program that will
accommodate the first AWC High School in the
Columbus area, starting with a 9th Grade class
that will be introduced in the 2023-2024 school
year.
Ramah Christian Academy not only holds the
distinction of being the largest elementary school
in the Allegheny West Conference, but that of the
oldest black elementary school in the Midwest.
Over the years, Ramah continued to forge ahead
as a fully accredited K-8 elementary school.

ALLEGHENY WEST CONFERENCE
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Ministerial Department
Our Ministerial Secretary Dr. William Joseph
is second to none in providing cutting-edge
resources, which enables pastors, local elders,
and deacons to lead the church in evangelistic
endeavors and spiritual growth.
Highlights and accomplishments of this past
quadrennial include:
· Support provided to pastors and their families,
local church elders, and deacons.
· Training provided for pastoral interns, local
elders to improve skills in ministry.
· New curriculums developed for church
leadership.
· Intern preparation for ordination.
Youth Ministries
We have a generation of youth who are socially
conscious and civically engaged. AWC youth
engaged in the following activities during this
past quadrennial:
· 2019 Conference-wide participation in the
North American Division sponsored Pathfinder
“Oshkosh” Camporee.
· 2019 BAYDA Adventurer Fun Escape - Ridgecrest,
North Carolina.
· Black History Empowerment Week.
· Youth Training interaction with police.
· Growth Spurt Teen Health Series.
· Thematic Summer Camp Devotions (Make God
Big, Just L.I.V.E. It, etc.).
Children’s Ministries Department
Our Children’s Ministries Department under
the enthusiastic leadership of Laura Romero
experienced great success through a host of
activities that include the following:
· Children’s Ministries team leading out at camp
meetings.
· Vacation Bible School programs (VBS)
· Children’s Church services.
· Kids’ Sabbaths.
· Training sessions in which resources and
materials were provided to our Children’s
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Ministries church leaders.
· Evangelistic events with a petting zoo, bouncing
games, and face painting.
· Visiting churches to help them with resources to
hold their special programs.

FINANCIAL
STABILIZATION

Communication Department
During this past quadrennial, our communication
ministry sought opportunities to raise awareness,
tell the story, and highlight our conference’s
many historical contributions to the mission and
growth of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
North America and beyond.
Significant highlights include the following:
· Allegheny West Conference published in the
official Adventist Encyclopedia and represented
for the first time
· Contribution to “The Communication Handbook
a Practical Guide for Adventist Communicators &
Ministry Leaders”
· Facilitated Communication Training for churches.
· Staying connected in a COVID-19 environment
and effective ways to reach church members.
· Launch of Flocknote Communication Technology,
allowing churches and ministry leaders to
communicate with and maintain member
databases with current contact information.
Media Ministries
The Media Ministries Department has taken
on the responsibility of being available so the
conference administrators, departments, and
local churches can take full advantage of the
professional services offered. Since the creation of
this ministry for the Communication Department,
we have been able to help advance the gospel
through the following initiatives:
· Production of two weeks of spiritual growth and
prayer for the Youth Department
· Production of two weeks of prayer and
evangelism for the Multicultural Department.
· Production of over 20 Videos for Children's
Ministries in Spanish and English
· Creation of a studio at the conference office with
more than 200 videos created

· Recording, editing, and streaming of two Virtual Camp
Meetings (“Vision 20/20” in 2020 and “We Are Nearing
Home” in 2021).
· Creation of a brand new AWC website with a section
dedicated to our Spanish members and a portal for Human
Resources documents and a media library. Both Benia
Jennings and Gerson Pancorbo are doing an amazing
job in guiding the AWC away from the concept of being a
"physical organization with a digital presence to a digital
organization with a physical presence".
Women’s Ministries
The goal of Women’s Ministries is to empower and equip
all to be ready for our Lord’s return.
Major highlights during this quadrennial include:
· Northern Ohio Annual Tea continues to raise funds for
BLOOM scholarships.
· The Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Ohio Women’s Book Club.
· First Fridays Youth & Young Adult Devotional.
· Abuse Awareness seminars continues each August.

During the past quadrennial, AWC
experienced an outpouring of
God’s blessing – as He promised in
Malachi. God truly opened up the
windows of heaven and poured out
His blessings on Allegheny West
Conference (AWC). In 2003 AWC
achieved $6 million in tithes for
the first time in the history of our
conference. Then 14 years later, in
2017, God blessed our conference
with an additional million with
a $7 million tithe report. I am
pleased to report that only a short
three years later, in 2021, Allegheny
West Conference can truly say –
with a tithe report of $8.2 million
– TO GOD BE THE GLORY, GREAT
THINGS HE HAS DONE – We thank
our Chief Financial Officer, Mrs.
Keisha Bone in leading our treasury
department and each and every
one of our constituents in following
God’s direction in returning a
faithful tithe.

Prison Ministries
Our Prison Ministries, under the direction of Elder Melvin
Mitchell, has been most effective in taking the Gospel
behind prison walls resulting in scores of baptisms
throughout our conference. We are eternally grateful for
these brave men and women throughout Ohio and the
Virginias who take our Savior’s commendation, “When I
was in prison you visited me…”
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“There is one body, and one Spirit,

Executive Vice-President

JOEL E. JOHNSON

even as ye are called in one hope of
your calling; ... one God and Father
of all, who is above all, and through
all, and in you all. But unto every
one of us is given grace according
to the measure of the gift of Christ.”
EPHESIANS 4:4-7

Dearest Delegates, Constituents, Friends and Honored
Guests:

I

t is my great joy to welcome you to this, the 18th
Constituency Session of the Allegheny West Conference.
It has also been my distinguished honor to have been your
servant in the position of Executive Vice-President and
Secretary of our conference for the past fifteen months. As
a “Son of The Soil” this was a calling that I never envisioned.
O’ how the Lord works in mysterious ways!
It is the responsibility of this office to maintain and safeguard
all official records and legal documents pertaining to the
official business of the conference, both past and current.
I am responsible in chairing the current Constitution and
By-Laws Committee. It is my duty at this session, to report
the following statistical information regarding the progress
of the Allegheny West Conference during the last quadrennial
period from 2017 through 2020. This quadrennial was
extended due to the Covid Pandemic through to 2021. The
following reports reflects the service of the conference
employees in collaboration with volunteer lay leadership.

Joel E. Johnson

Executive Vice-President
of the Allegheny West Conference
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MEMBERSHIP GROWTH
As we all know this has been a challenging quadrennial period dealing with the ravages of COVID-19.
The pandemic has taken a toll upon our ability to do ministry as normal. Nevertheless, God has blessed
Allegheny West with strength to persevere and achieve modest membership growth and church
expansion. Our focus has changed from a singular in-person entity to one which embraces the power
of the internet space to stay connected with our members, spread the gospel throughout our territory
and around the world. To God be the glory!

Diversity, inclusion
and indivisibility
are the fundamental
beliefs and mission
of the Allegheny West
Conference.

MEMBERSHIP DISTRIBUTION

MEMBERSHIP GROWTH FOR THE QUADRENNIUM PERIOD = 841 INDIVIDUALS (8.23%)

D

iversity, inclusion and indivisibility are the fundamental beliefs and mission of the Allegheny
West Conference. “Unity in diversity is God's plan. Among the followers of Christ there is to be the
blending of diverse elements, one adapted to the other, and each to do its special work for God. Every
individual has his place in the filling up of one great plan bearing the stamp of Christ's image.” To this
work the following reflect the ongoing expansion of our field.
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ORGANIZATIONAL GROWTH (2017 - 2021)

RETIREMENT

At the beginning of this quadrennial in 2017, there were a total of 72 organizations comprised of 57
churches, 6 companies, 5 groups and 4 church plants showing efficiency in the ministry in managing
the resources God bestowed upon the conference. As we continue to work together, we have seen
precious new growth. We now have a total of 78 organizations comprised of 58 churches,
8 companies and 12 groups. The following is a list Congregational additions and status change.

It is with greatest appreciation for their meritorious service, that the Executive Committee voted to
process the following workers into retirement status.

STATUS CHANGES

NECROLOGY
Our most joyous experiences of this past quadrennium was also mixed with our saddest with the
passing of a few of our beloved workers. These Faithful Ones are asleep, awaiting the soon return of
the Master!
• Pastor Lorenzo Shepherd
• First Lady Geraldine Shepherd
• Pastor Collin Parkinson
• Pastor Wilbur Young

04/28/18
09/19/21
10/30/20
01/09/22

• First Lady Cynthia C. King

11/29/19

• Pastor Eugene Anthony

12/03/21

(Wife of Pastor Harcourt King)

“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many
things. Come and share your master’s happiness”. Matthew 25: 23

NAME CHANGES

Acknowledgements
I would like to give special thanks to my Executive Assistant, Amneris Martinez, for your dedication,
expert service and efficiency in the Secretariat and Human Resources departments. I also want to
recognize our presidential Executive Assistant, Dalia Castellanos for her valuable expertise and
support to Amneris in all things pertaining to this constituency session.
Finally to my dear wife Alicia, who has walked with me for over 42 years of marriage and ministry.
Words cannot express what you mean to me and have meant to our shared ministry. I thank you for the
sacrifice of your life to the service of God and God's people both here at Allegheny West and the other
wonderful places where God has allowed us to serve.
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Chief Financial Officer

KEISHA A.
BONE

Greetings, my brothers and sisters in Christ! What a blessing to be in
service to the Lord in the Allegheny West Conference (AWC)! It has
been a short nine months serving in this capacity but, nonetheless,
a productive time with God’s guidance. To Him be the glory for my
Esther experience - for such a time as this!

I

must acknowledge all the Treasurers who have
preceded me, but especially my two immediate
predecessors, H. Candace Nurse and Jermaine
Jackson. The sacrifices, dedication, and plans
they set in motion are the stepping stones on
which we as a team stand today. I would like
to express my profound gratitude to my fellow
administrators, President Marvin C. Brown, III,
and Executive Vice President Joel E. Johnson,
for the genuineness with which you have
welcomed me into the AWC family. I appreciate
your unwavering support and receptiveness to
implementing imperatives for advancing AWC to
the next level.

God has entrusted to us. This is a vast undertaking
for the Treasury staff, which includes at this time
our Assistant Treasurer, Daniel Castellanos, who
manages payroll, and our Senior Accountant,
Jasmine Best, who oversees Accounts Payable
and ancillary functions. These individuals are
bulwarks of support, and I wish to unequivocally
thank them for their commitment to service.

To the Columbia Union Conference, thank you!
From the inception of my appointment, you
have unselfishly mentored and supported me.
The Treasury Department of Allegheny West
Conference has experienced a metamorphosis
over the years, and I would like to personally thank
each person who has contributed to the successes
we have realized. Our mission is to serve our
constituency and safeguard the resources which

Since our last session, The Allegheny West
Conference made a leap of faith, purchasing
and moving into our new building in 2018. We
said goodbye to 1339 E. Broad Street and hello
to 1080 Kingsmill Parkway. This was in direct
alignment with “moving mission forward” and
a testament to the consistent growth of AWC and
its constituents.
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As I reflect on the journey of AWC over the past
few years, I can only think about where we have
come from and where we are going. God has been
blessing us abundantly and has helped us reach
or surpass a few goals.

Keisha A. Bone

Chief Financial Officer
of the Allegheny West Conference

God has been
blessing us
abundantly and
has helped us
reach or surpass
a few goals.
ALLEGHENY WEST CONFERENCE
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In our last constituency quadrennial report, we
set a goal of $7,000,000 in tithe. I would like
to humbly submit that in 2018, not only did we
reach that goal, but we surpassed it! God has
moved in such a mighty way, and to Him we give all
the glory! The tithe increases have afforded us the
opportunity to return funds to our local churches
and our departments to expand ministry.
Due to the faithfulness of the constituents coupled
with the efficient and effective management of
resources, we were able to fully satisfy our debt
with the Columbia Union Revolving Fund in the
amount of $571,000 in 2020. God has honored
the faithfulness of His saints as we give Him glory.
Allegheny West Conference has continued
“moving mission forward” even in these
unprecedented times. We could never have
anticipated the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic; it has been a challenging experience
for us all. However, in the face of uncertainty, we
remained focused, exercised our mustard seed
faith, confident that we can move mountains;
God blessed us! We were able to provide audio
and visual equipment and personal equipment
to our churches and employees. Also, AWC was
able to use additional funding to assist with the
insurance liability of our local churches as well
as assist our parochial schools with funding for
COVID-19 expenses.

While this constituency session is for the
quadrennial 2017 – 2020, I am bursting with joy
to share with you the good news of 2021. During
the year 2021, God blessed Allegheny West
Conference in such a way that we have reached
new heights in our giving. AWC experienced an
unparalleled tithe increase. We concluded the
year with total tithe of $8,205,885, a $900,000
gain over the previous year! Praise be to God!
He gets all the glory for His goodness toward
us! Thank you to you, our constituents, for your
faithfulness in giving even during these austere
times. This is a testament that God is still in
control and the miracle working business.
As we face the future, we are confident in God’s
word that He can do exceedingly, abundantly
above all we can ask or think. It is my hope
that the Allegheny West Conference will be a
model conference worthy of emulation. Our
paramount focus then, should be to efficiently
utilize resources for the mission of kingdom soul
winning. The success of AWC should be measured
by our success in fulfilling our Lord’s mandate. Let
us pray incessantly, work steadfastly, and give
faithfully, as we await our Savior’s imminent
return.

Treasury Staff

Daniel Castellanos
Assistant Treasurer
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Jasmine Best
Senior Accountant
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Ministerial Secretary

WILLIAM
JOSEPH

William Faulkner wrote, “Gratitude is
a quality similar to electricity: It must be
produced and discharged and used to exist
at all.”

Dr. William Joseph - Ministerial Secretary

I

take this opportunity to thank my colleagues
and constituents of the Allegheny West
Conference for allowing me the privilege of
producing and discharging my assignment
as the Ministerial Secretary during the past
quadrennial. This opportunity enables me to
use the gifts that Christ has entrusted me within
His Kingdom. I was also assigned as the interim
pastor of the Hilltop SDA church in Columbus,
OH, and the Ethan Temple SDA church in Dayton,
OH, afforded me the honor of practicing my first
love of pastoring as I sought to bring the best
leadership to those congregations.
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Vision and Mission:
My vision for the Ministerial Department is
developing level five leadership and christian
character in pastors and lay leaders. The mission
of this department is to provide cutting-edge
resources, which will enable pastors, local elders,
and deacons to lead the church in evangelistic
and spiritual growth.
Highlights and Accomplishments:
• Provided spiritual, emotional, and professional

support to pastors and their families, local church
elders, and deacons.

• Provided training for pastoral interns,
local elders to improve skills in ministry.

Developed
leadership.
•

new

curriculums

for

church

• Prepared interns for ordination by fulfilling seven

critical areas of ministry as addressed by the (North
American Division Ministerial (NAD Ministerial).

• Encouraged a harmonious relationship between
pastors and conference administration.
• Provided

ministry,

support to pastors in family,
and
leadership
development.

The Covid-19 pandemic caused a shift in carrying
out plans and service to pastors and constituents
over the past two-plus years. However, after
a short adjustment period, we adapted to
the changes to achieve our objectives. During
this quadrennial, the goal of the Ministerial
Department focused on three distinct areas:
providing spiritual, emotional, and professional
support. These areas included the ministerial
interns and the Hilltop and Ethan Temple
churches. It was an honor to assist these groups in
growing in leadership proficiency while providing
pastoral leadership. Two new curriculums were
developed and placed into operation—a six-year
curriculum for new pastors entering the ministry
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“Excellence Must
Never Surrender
to Mediocrity.”

Elder’s Retreat - “UNLEASHED”

and a three-year curriculum for local church
elders. The ministerial department provides
pastoral support for several pastors and families
while making resources available to strengthen
their skills. Weekly calls were made to pastoral
staff to ensure they were encouraged as well as
making sure lines of communication remained
open with conference administration. Three
leadership development classes assisted local
elders in performing at a higher level of service
to lead in church operations and support our
pastors successfully. As a Ministerial Secretary, I
am currently constructing an ordination program
for ministers in the North American Division. Our
ministerial intern program is a model for other
conferences in the North American Division.
Based on the fulfillment of objectives, the final
grade for the quadrennial is 96%.
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Three Additional Goals:
• To assist pastors in evangelistic prowess.
• To develop a training curriculum for deacons.
• To expose pastors and lay leaders to cuttingedge leadership.
Excellence:
Creating an atmosphere of creativity, high morals,
trust, and celebrating ministry is critical to church
growth. Pastor appreciation is a necessary
component in ensuring great relationships in
our churches. The Ministerial Department’s
objective is to encourage pastors and lay leaders
to promote Christ through personal evangelism.
It is still my personal goal to achieve excellence

Pastor Lee’s Ordination - Cleveland

in every aspect of ministry. Henry Blackaby’s
profound definition can best accomplish this
goal to Christian leadership by “Moving people
onto God’s Agenda.” I desire to assist God’s
people in understanding His purpose for their
lives. We are to give our LORD our best. Thus, I
admonish each of us to live by the motto:
“Excellence Must
Mediocrity.”

Never

Surrender

to

Pastoral Training - EVANGELISM XL
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Multicultural Ministries

SERGIO
ROMERO

The Multicultural Ministries of the Allegheny
West Conference exists with one purpose
and one purpose only: To serve in a Christlike manner to a mosaic of nationalities,
races, different languages, and age groups.

Dr. Sergio Romero - Multicultural Director

O

ur main purpose is to provide all the
necessary tools, training, and resources
in such a way that every congregation
can fulfill their mission of reaching the
unreached within our territory and to provide a
place of refuge for those suffering and struggling
because of the attacks of the enemy, in dealing
and coping with their daily challenges.
In the past 4 years, the Multicultural Ministries
has provided training to our churches, church
leaders in pretty much every area of leadership,
helping them to have a better understanding of
their role as leaders and the responsibilities they
have before God as members of the Seventhday Adventist Church and the Allegheny West
Conference.
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The Allegheny West Conference Multicultural
Ministries is made up of Hispanic, African,
Korean, Haitian, and Brazilian churches,
companies, groups, and church plants:
•
•
•
•
•

19 Hispanic Congregations
1 African Congregation
2 Haitian Congregations
3 Korean Congregations
2 Brazilian Congregations

Statistical Report
With the help and support of the Allegheny
West Conference, the Multicultural Ministries
has experienced tremendous growth since the
last constituency because of God’s Holy Spirit.

Cincinnati Hispanic Evangelistic Crusade
October 2021
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Now is the time
for us to keep
moving forward!

Because of the intentional training among
the churches in every area of the conference
coupled with the support and resources from the
Allegheny West Conference, we have been able -by God’s grace -- to do the following:
• Establish 7 new congregations (6 Hispanic and
1 Brazilian).
• Reach $1,031,594.31 (as of December
2020) as combined tithe for our Multicultural
congregations, with a growth of more than 65%.
• Bring in almost 600 new members through
baptism and profession of faith.
The Multicultural Ministries has 15 pastors in the
field, covering most of our territory. Thanks to
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their hard work, the multicultural churches can
move forward and bring more people into the
kingdom of Heaven.
During the last four years, the Multicultural
Department, by God’s grace, planned and
executed the following additional initiatives:
• Over 250 evangelistic crusades.
• 3 Hispanic women’s retreats with over 200
women in attendance at both retreats.
• 5 mission trips:
Vietnam, Cambodia,
Bangladesh (2), and Peru. We served the needs
of the people in those countries, and we helped
those that participated on these trips to become
better and more intentional Christians in their
local churches and communities .
• 8 evangelistic crusades in Lesotho Africa

joining forces with the Youth Department, taking
a group of Young Adults as preachers
• 4 cultural trips to the Holy Land, Revelation
Seven Churches, and Egypt
• 3 church building acquisitions
• 18 new church leaders training
• 2,000 gifts distributed to children during t h e
Christmas season, thanks to partnership with
local organizations
• 3 Compassion events for the Columbus
community in which more than 2,500 people
were fed
• 12 new Pathfinders and Adventurers clubs
established
• 2 virtual weeks of prayer and evangelism
(during COVID times)
• 3 Hispanic Camp Meetings
• 2 Harvest Festivals in Cincinnati and Columbus

with over 200 combined baptisms
• Opening of a community bakery in Cincinnati
with the support of the Columbia Union
Conference; the bakery is managed by the Central
Hispanic Cincinnati Church and Pastor Horacio
Quiroga.
Now is the time for us to keep moving forward!
It is the vision of the Multicultural Ministries
department, its leadership, pastors, and
members, to enlarge our territory, bring new souls
to the AWC membership, establish more effective
churches and reach every race represented in our
conference’s territory. We echo the words found
in the prayer of Jabez: “Jabez cried out to the God of
Israel, ‘Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my
territory!” … And God granted his request.’”
1 Chronicles 4:10 NIV
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Children's Ministries

LAURA OTTATI-ROMERO

B

orn into a Seventh-day Adventist home,
I received the most important legacy of
my life from my dad and mom: loving the
Lord Jesus as my Savior and Redeemer.
This legacy led me to get baptized at the age of
10; today, I stand as a living witness of how the
love of Jesus can make a deep impression on
a child and result in a lifelong love relationship
with our Messiah. As a mom, I passed this love on
to my son, who is now 28 years old. Pouring into
him day after day as a baby, a toddler, and a kid, I
know he loves the Lord with all his heart because
he learned to do so when he was little.
The lessons from my childhood and motherhood
have taught me the importance of instructing
and showing the kids around us who Jesus is –
modeling who He is through our own lives and
experiences. I always say that kids are like a good
sponge, absorbing everything: the good, the bad,
and the ugly. Which of these adjectives are we
willing to demonstrate to kids so they can grow,
develop, and become great teachers as well?
It has been a great opportunity to serve kids in
my beloved Allegheny West Conference over
the past five years. We have experienced great
success through a host of activities that include
the following:
• Children’s Ministries team leading out at camp
meetings
• Vacation Bible School programs (VBS)
Children’s Church services
• Kids’ Sabbaths

• Training sessions in which resources and
materials were provided to our Children’s
Ministries church leaders
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• Evangelistic events with a petting zoo, bouncing
games, and face painting
• Visiting some churches to help them with
resources to hold their special programs
• Trainings for childrens' safety in PELC (Pastoral
Evangelism Leadership Council)
• Creating videos for Sabbath children’s story
or special programs, such as the Lord’s Supper
and how to make the unleavened bread
The gift of speaking another language has been
especially beneficial as many of the programs
presented have been done in English, Spanish,
and Portuguese. Another highlight from the past
five years is the blessing of inviting great trainers
from the NAD to AWC. The years 2020 and 2021
were “Sui generis” years, leading us to find unique
ways to reach our beloved kids; one such means
was through video calls. My hope is that we can
manage and master communication – reaching
out to all our constituents, no matter how hectic
life gets. This world will continue to have its
twists and turns until Jesus comes; until then,
my mission remains intact: Reaching kids with
what I have in hand, no excuses allowed.
In closing, I absolutely believe in the work in
which Children’s Ministries is engaged: It has
consequences of life and of eternal life. I will
continue reaching kids wherever the Lord
places me. For one or thousands, my heart goes
out to all of God’s children: to keep them safe and
to teach them about the greatest of all – the One
I gave my heart to as a young girl and continue to
serve – JESUS.
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Multimedia Ministry Coordinator

BENIA JENNINGS

T

he Communication Department supports
and advances the mission, ministry,
and initiatives of the Allegheny West
Conference. Through the development
and sharing of news and stories, employees and
members are kept connected to, engaged with,
and informed about the initiatives and actions of
the conference, churches, schools, organizations,
and ministries, it encompasses and serves, as
well as its official positions on current issues and
events.
During this past quadrennial, we sought
opportunities to raise awareness, tell the story,
and highlight our conference's many historical
and current contributions to the mission and
growth of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
in North America and beyond. We also protected
the image and reputation of the conference and
its churches through public and media relations,
crisis management, and crisis communication
efforts.
In the face of racial injustices that make national
headlines, such as the murder of George Floyd
and the Charlottesville riots, we collaborated
with other Regional Conferences and related
ministries. We effectively shared our stance on
these issues and highlighted regional conferences'
collective work and ministry in the fight against
racial injustices.
Significant highlights include the following:

• Allegheny West Conference being published
in the official Adventist Encyclopedia and
represented for the first time.
• Contributor in the Communication Handbook
– A Practical Guide for Adventist Communicators
& Ministry Leaders.
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• Communication Training for churches – Staying
connected in a COVID environment and effective
ways to reach church members.
Major accomplishments and new initiatives
include the launch of Flocknote Communication
Technology, allowing churches and Ministry
Leaders to communicate with and maintain
member databases with current contact
information. Churches can now organize
members and visitors into groups based on
interest, and both send and receive texts and
emails to and from them.
The Communications Department faces the
challenge of managing crisis communication
effectively in this digital age. Given the speed at
which information is disseminated online and the
rise of posts "going viral," our ability to get ahead
of the story is a priority.
Collaboration with other communication teams
within the North American Division has aided in
the early identification of potential crisis threats
to which we can quickly respond.
The future outlook of the Communication
department is bright. Year over year, we see the
vital role communication plays as our conference
and churches seek to effectively leverage digital
communication, social media, and mobile
technology. COVID-19 pushed many churches to
use new online platforms for communication and
worship. As ministries continue to look forward, it
is clear these online platforms will continue to be
necessary both online and offline. Our primary
focus is supporting our churches as they
navigate digital ministry post-pandemic.
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Visual Ministry Specialist

GERSON

PANCORBO

W

e live in a world saturated with
images and sounds. Jesus himself
taught great truth through imagery,
making the message clearer and more
understandable. Therefore, the Visual Ministries
Department has taken on the responsibility of
being available so the conference administrators,
other departments, and local churches can
take full advantage of the professional services
offered. Since the creation of this ministry for the
Communication Department, we have been able
to help advance the gospel through the following
initiatives:

Ephesus SDA Columbus

streaming: two weeks of prayer and evangelism
for the Multicultural Department.
• Directing, recording, editing, and streaming
more than 20 Videos for Children 's Ministries
in Spanish and English.
• Creation of the AWC TV Studio at the conference
office with more than 200 videos created; due to
the success of this project, building has begun on
Studio 2.

• Production, recording, editing, and streaming
two weeks of spiritual growth and prayer for the
Youth Department.

• Recording, editing, and streaming two Virtual
Camp Meetings (“Vision 20/20” in 2020 and “We
Are Nearing Home” in 2021), which have reached
the whole conference, bringing hope and comfort
to our constituents.

• Producing, directing, recording, editing, and

• Completion of a brand new AWC website so
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Gerson Pancorbo

constituents and employees of our conference can
stay informed and easily access information, plus
a whole section dedicated to our multicultural
members in Spanish, as well as, a portal for
Human Resources documents and a media library
COVID-19 changed all of our plans, dreams, the way
we do church and live -- and we needed to adapt
to this new normal. Our department was able to
help with this transition, giving our churches the
tools needed to have an online presence during
these difficult times. Training provided, included
how to livestream with quality; also, we provided
equipment to our pastors and communication
leaders. Additionally, at the beginning of the
pandemic, we live streamed from the conference
office a weekly sermon in both English and
Spanish, a Wednesday night prayer meeting, and
a special youth program on Sabbath afternoons

-- until our churches were ready to stream their
own services and programs.
Since March 2020, we have been able to create
and produce more than 200 hours of evangelistic
content, not to mention that on all of our video
platforms, we have attracted more than 2,000
new subscriptions with more than 500,000
views in the past 2 years. Our department has
produced many graphic materials for churches
and other departments, enabling churches and
members to operate at a professional level.
In closing, we can still see God’s hand leading His
people. The power of His Word is unstoppable.
We want to keep sharing our hope using the
newest technology available, proclaiming the
gospel – doing what Jesus bid His disciples: “Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations…”
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Adventist Community
Services

JEROME HURST
The Righteous Care For The
Poor, The Unrighteous Have
No Such Concern.
Ephesus SDA Columbus
Drive Thru

A

dventist Community Services (ACS) is the official
community outreach ministry of the Seventhday Adventist Church in North American territories.
ACS serves people with the holistic ministry mission
statement: “Serving Communities in Christ’s Name.”
In the Allegheny West Conference territory, we are committed
to creating new partnerships and new opportunities to serve
our neighborhoods. Allegheny West ACS is strategically
creating new approaches that can make our church
buildings centers of positive influence, providing local
services to the surrounding community. Through these
efforts to connect with our community, we seek to show
them the love of Jesus.
This quadrennial has been extremely challenging because of
the pandemic. I want to thank all of our Centers that made the
adjustments and continued to serve their communities. We
look forward to carrying out the Lord’s commission to take
care of His sheep – the least of these – in our communities.
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Ethnan Temple SDA Wilkinsburg
Member serving at Vaccination Clinic

Hilltop SDA Columbus partnering with the city of Columbus
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Education Deparment

VIOLET
COX

God continued to bless and advance the
education system in the Allegheny West
Conference.

T

he past two years
have been challenging
for everyone, but
particularly in the
field of education, as we were
forced to seek new ways of
meeting the educational
needs of our students.
Nevertheless, God continued
to bless and advance the
education system in the
Allegheny West Conference.
Our two academies continue
to flourish with an impressive
total enrollment of 327
students.
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Mrs. Celeste Giles
Principal of Ramah Christian Academy

Mrs. Evelyn Fordham-Goodman
Principal of Columbus Adventist Academy
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Columbus Adventist Academy
ADDRESS: 3650 Sunbury Rd, Columbus, OH 43219
PRINCIPAL: Evelyn Goodman

Columbus Adventist Academy (CAA) is situated
on the beautiful campus of Ephesus Seventhday Adventist Church – at the intersection of
Sunbury and McCutcheon roads – in Columbus,
Ohio. Ephesus has long been committed to
Adventist education. During the mid-1940s, the
church opened Ephesus Elementary School in
the basement of its church building at Cleveland
and Spring streets in Columbus. During the 1940s
and 1950s the enrollment typically ranged from
fifteen students to a high of twenty students
distributed throughout grades 1 – 6.
In 2002, under the consistent and committed
leadership of Pastor William T. Cox, Sr., and
School Board Chair Angela Wimberly, the Ephesus
congregation opened the Columbus Adventist
Academy, a K-8 school. The school moved from
the church into its new edifice on the campus
in 2003. The school experienced tremendous
growth, from approximately 45 students to a
current enrollment of 147 students. In addition,
an on-campus feeder program, Precious Jewels
Learning Center (PJLC), was established. PJLC
grew from single digit enrollment of 6 students to
a current 27.
In its most recent history, CAA was blessed
with two long-term principals, the late Sharon
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Ramah Christian Academy
ADDRESS: 4770 Lee Rd, Cleveland, OH 44128
PRINCIPAL: Celeste Giles

Bradford Lewis and Mrs. Brenda Patterson
Arthurs, who upon her recent retirement passed
the reins of leadership to the current principal,
Mrs. Evelyn Fordham-Goodman. In addition to
Angela Wimberly, CAA Board Chairs have included
Dr. Lenora Barnes-Wright, Dr. Del Edwards,
and presently, Mrs. Grace Brown. With its most
extensive curriculum, high academic standards,
a library, adjacent playground, and gymnasium,
CAA has nine strong, dedicated teachers and
a thriving multi-cultural student body. Over
the years, CAA has produced large numbers of
students who have gone on to earn degrees in
medicine, law, theology, accounting, nursing,
public health, business, engineering, technology,
the liberal arts, as well as those who have excelled
in vocational and other post-secondary pursuits.
Most importantly, throughout its many years, the
school through its ministry outreach efforts
has enriched its goal of educating not only for
this life, but also for eternity.

Ramah Junior Academy, now Ramah Christian
Academy, currently located at 4770 Lee Road,
Cleveland, Ohio, was established in 1925
through the vision of the Second Seventh-day
Adventist Church members and their leader,
Pastor J. E. Cox. Years later, Second SDA Church
was renamed Cedar Ave SDA Church on East 71st
Street in Cleveland, Ohio, where classes were held.
From its small beginnings, the school graduated
5 eighth graders and 8 seniors from the first and
only 12th grade class on May 18, 1939. In 1951,
the Cedar Church moved to 737 E. 105th Street
and became the Glenville SDA Church. Classes
continued to be held in this new church building.
As the classes continued to grow, the need for
an independent school building became clear.
In 1957, under the leadership of Pastor Walter
Starks, the church purchased land on which
the present school building was constructed.
Further expansion was completed by Elder H.L.
Cleveland in 1970.

Looking toward the immediate future, CAA has a
current building expansion program that will
accommodate the first AWC High School in the
Columbus area, starting with a 9th Grade class
that will be introduced in the 2023-2024 school
year.

Ramah Christian Academy not only holds the
distinction of being the largest elementary
school in the Allegheny West Conference, but
that of the oldest black elementary school in
the Midwest. Over the years, Ramah continued to
forge ahead as a fully accredited K-8 elementary
school.

Currently, Ramah is sponsored by all six
constituent churches in the Cleveland area.
Ramah has been blessed with outstanding
principals and teachers. The current principal,
Mrs. Celeste Giles, leads with 12 fully qualified
and committed teachers and a strong school
board chair, Dr. Walter Simmons. Ramah
has experienced many economic setbacks
reflective of the times; nevertheless, many
notable physicians, lawyers, pastors, teachers,
and entrepreneurs are graduates of this fine
institution, thus fulfilling its motto, “Students who
sit here stand out anywhere!” Ramah continues to
be the shining star in the North!
The future of Ramah Christian Academy is bright
as plans are being laid to embark on a five-year
campus expansion initiative to accommodate
9th-12th grades.
We thank you for investing in Christian
education as we continue to equip young men
and women not only for this world but also for
eternity.

Students who sit here
stand out anywhere!
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Family Ministries

LLOYDSTON
BURTON

NEW
INITIATIVE

It is the vision of the Family Ministries Department
to develop healthy families for eternity by providing
resources, training, and networking opportunities, that
will instill hope and bring wholeness to families.

T

o this end, there has been a specific focus
on offering relevant family life seminars in
100% of the conference’s ministerium’s.
Over the past few years, three of the five
ministeriums participated in an all-day Family
Life conference. On a Sabbath, one of the local
churches in the ministerium held concurrent
workshops relevant to family life issues. Sessions
started off with breakfast and a keynote speaker.
Members then selected to attend workshops
of interest to them. Throughout the morning,
medical staff conducted dental, diabetes and
blood pressure screenings, and shared numerous
materials on a plethora of health topics. At midday, lunch was provided in a lunch and learn
session. Following, lunch members continued
attending sessions of choice. At the conclusion
of each session, members were afforded the
opportunity to network with presenters. The
day ended with an all presenters’ question and
answer period and the presentation of gift bags
of goodies for all in attendance. Based on the
feedback following each meeting, subsequent
sessions were modified as recommended. Some
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of the topics covered in various regions are listed
below:
• Children’s Health – Shirley Smith, RN, BSN, M. Ed
informed parents of the two key factors related to
childhood asthma: obesity and diabetes.
• Dental Health – Dr. Jacinto Beard, D.D.S.
presented important information on oral health
and its impact on overall health.
• Dietary Health – Dr. Melvin Pascall, Ph.D.
delivered his scientific knowledge on providing
the body what it needs to function at a high level,
identifying nutrients needed for optimum health,
and understanding food quality, food packaging,
food safety, and food shelf life to make the best
food selections.
• Financial Health – Pr. Marvin C. Brown III, MA
taught strategies on cultivating the habits
necessary for spiritual and financial growth and
establishing a faithful, generous, and missionary
stewardship mindset.

• General Health – Dr. Joshua Asamoa, MD discussed
the big deal with diabetes, high blood pressure, and
living a healthy life.
• Healthy Lifestyle – Raimeca Martin, FNP, MSN,
RN identified the need for a new type of health
care plan, illustrated God's Plan for health, and
inspiresdparticipants to apply these principles into
their lives.

In addition to continuing to
provide relevant resources,
workshops, and networking
opportunities,
the
Family
Ministries Department will
launch virtual information
sessions, on-demand videos,
and sustaining a happy marriage
workshops. These sessions
will provide opportunities
for members throughout the
conference to hear from experts
in the field, have important
questions answered, and locate
needed resources.
Helpful
materials, resources, tools,
and tips will also be posted on
the conference website as well
as links to support systems
for grief and other family and
relationship matters.

• Men’s Health – Dr. Steven C. Burks, MD offered important
information on the leading causes of death in males,
described steps to living healthier through prevention,
diet, and exercise; and showed how to recognize signs
and symptoms of various disease processes such as
prostate cancer, diabetes, and cardiovascular disease.
• Spiritual Health – Dr. Elethia Dean, Ph.D. shared two
reasons an individual may need spiritual healing and
discussed the role of faith in spiritual healing.
• Women’s Health – Dr. Gabriel Ruff, MD provided
recommendations to women on age-appropriate
screenings, intervals of screenings, and when to stop
screening.
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• Life Before and After Cancer – Shani GunningCarter, MD offered information on what most
people need to know about cancer, the
importance of early diagnoses, and various
treatment options.
• Mental Health – H. Jean Wright II, PsyD discussed
“spiritual depression” and how it impacts
the spiritual core and presented information
on behavioral health, wellness, and traumainformed care.
• The Eyes Have it: Eye Health from Birth and
Beyond – Ellen Mitchell, MD taught about common
eye conditions and how they should be managed;
how common systematic diseases affecting the
African American community affect the eyes; and
common eye conditions and how they can be
managed.
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• Tips for Successful Aging Through Exercise
– Sylvester Carter, Ph.D. and Tamia Peterson, MD
explored how exercise can help you live well
into old age by combating some changes and
challenges that result from aging and learn tips
and ways to screen for risks of falls.
• Healthy Development Throughout the
Ages – Jacqueline Collins, MD presented on the
development from birth to old age, looking at
milestones that should be achieved at each
stage of development, some things that could
derail healthy development, and things to ensure
healthy development.
• Dental Health – Earnest Cook, D.D.S. discussed
basic principles of oral hygiene, healthy teeth and
gums, the importance of flossing, and performed
dental screenings.

• Healthy Lifestyle Management – Janice
Walker, J.D. asked, “Healthy, Wealthy and is there
anything Else? …Yes, Wise! Wealth… What is it?
How to Get It and Keep it…And The Number One
Thing People Want and Will Do Anything to Get?”

• Women’s Health – Dr. Rosalind Moore-Dulan,
MD helped women increase their knowledge on
the leading causes of death in women, recognize
the power of knowledge, and learn strategies to
improve their health.

• Nutritious and Delicious – Lloydston Burton II, BA
taught the importance of having a balanced diet
and how to prepare food that is both NUTRITIOUS
and DELICIOUS.

• Your Toolbox to Exercise and Nutrition –
Daanan & Nitza Foster, BAs taught practical, fun,
and effective ways to implement exercise and
good nutrition into daily life that could be used
immediately after the presentation.

• Men’s Health – Dr. Michael Dulan, MD offered
information on the causes of death in men,
psychological diseases affecting men, barriers to
healthcare, and what can be done to stay healthy.
• Spiritual Health & Social Justice – Ben Swift,
J.D. shared important information on spiritual
health and social justice.

Along with the sessions listed above, Drs. Claudio
and Pamela Consuegra, the North American
Division Family Ministries Directors, provided
general information on building healthy families
at the Allegheny West Conference-wide training
seminars in January 2020.
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VALUES
• Prayer Ministries cultivates collaborative
relationships among members, leaders, and
institutions.
• Prayer Ministries values cross-generational and
multicultural ministries and seeks engagement
and interactivity from every person in our
conference community.
• Prayer Ministries values the growth and
development that comes as a result of discipleship
fostered through learning and discovering how to
pray.
• Resources for Prayer Ministries that empower
each individual to live with hope and faith
demonstrating the saving grace of Jesus Christ.
• Prayer Ministries values the circle of fellowship
and family within the church and our community.
• Prayer Ministries values everyone as sons and
daughters of God, and finds within the church
a place where everyone can serve through the
ministries of prayer.
• Prayer Ministries values the sacred gift of the
Holy Spirit and recognizes this gift as the very
foundation upon which all prayer is formed.

Prayer Ministries

VIOLET
COX

“Pray without ceasing”
1 Thessalonians 5:17

The mission of the AWC Prayer Ministries is the expansion of the
kingdom of God through teaching, outreach, publishing, and living
out the everlasting gospel in our individual communities through
the ministry of prayer.
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GOALS

OUR FUNCTION

• To provide prayer and support to all.
• To implement ways to encourage all members
to participate in the overall mission of the
conference and the local church.
• To establish a culture of prayer throughout all
age groups.
• To establish a church that is known for prayer.

Over the past four years, the AWC Prayer Ministries
Department has engaged in four conferencewide Prayer-a-thons of 24, 18, and 12 hours of
nonstop praying. These continuous sessions
brought together for prayer members from every
church and cultural group in the conference.
From these sessions, cell groups of prayer have
been established across the conference. In order
to meet the ongoing prayer needs of everyone,
we have established a conference prayer line
that meets from 7:00 a.m. to 7:30 a.m. on the first
Sunday of the month. This prayer line is open for
all. There is also an online prayer request website
on the AWC home page. All prayer requests are
honored.
Let this year be the year of victory for all. Our
theme: BREAKING THROUGH IN 2022!

ROLE OF PRAYER MINISTRIES

T

he role of prayer ministries is to actively
engage, educate, and equip all members
to grow in their relationship with Christ
through prayer. Prayer is the stabilizing
force that ensures the success and progress of all
relationships and ministries within the body of
Christ.
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Public Affairs and Religious Liberty (PARL)

JEROME HURST
We solicit your prayers as we continue to share
the love of Jesus through the PARL Ministries of
Allegheny West Conference.

T

he Department of Public Affairs and
Religious Liberty (PARL) is part of the
global endeavor of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church to create favorable
conditions to share the good news of freedom
and to invite all to loving fellowship with
God and fellow human beings. Additionally,
PARL proactively and diligently works to dispel
prejudices against the SDA church—its identity,
message, and mission—by mingling with people,
and sharing distinct Adventist insights through
peaceful persuasion. Essentially, PARL works to
position the Seventh-day Adventist Church and
its services to a standing of credibility, trust,
and relevance in the public realm.
The Allegheny West Conference PARL Department
has worked to:
- Establish relationships with local and national
political leaders.
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• Provide trainings for the local church PARL
leaders
• Promote intentional advocacy towards
law makers, senators, parliamentarians, and
various
legislators and judges to influence
their decision-making in matters of religious
liberty.
• Collaborate with other conference PARL leaders
to develop best practices.
• Support and participate in the Annual Liberty
Magazine Subscription Drive.
• Provide Sabbath accommodation letters for
members when requested.
• Promote religious liberty for all people, no
matter what they believe.
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Sabbath School & Personal Ministries

LLOYDSTON BURTON
Confronted with the challenges of declining Sabbath School
attendance and lack of interest in personal ministries, training
sessions were offered to address these prevailing issues.

D

r. Henry Peters provided training
on how to create action units or
small groups in Sabbath School as a
soul-winning tool. His presentation
laid the foundation for upcoming personal
ministries sessions on church growth. Along
with broadening Sabbath School leaders’
perspectives on the role and function of
Sabbath School to include evangelism,
sessions were held on improving lesson
delivery, deepening Bible study, and locating

resources. In addition, Sabbath School was
planned and executed as normal for camp
meeting.
New Initiative
Churches have been creative and innovative
in their response to COVID, especially when it
comes to Sabbath School. Sabbath Schools
are held virtually on Sabbath evenings
and mornings. Members from around the

conference can zoom in or call in to participate
in lesson study in ways not available prior to
COVID-19. To capitalize on these opportunities,
the Sabbath School and Personal Ministries
department hopes to partner with the church
and publish throughout the conference dates
and times of Friday night lesson studies.
Dwindling Sabbath School attendance has also
caused a need to explore ways for improving
Sabbath School by developing a culture and
process that will enhance Sabbath School. Once
the heart of the church and the thread that
helped bind members around the globe, Sabbath
School attendance has been on the decline. A
recent General Conference initiative, Sabbath
School ALIVE will be deployed to help churches
rediscover the power and purpose of Sabbath
School. Revitalized by the model, increased
attendance can be anticipated as Sabbath School
becomes ALIVE!
Sabbath School ALIVE! is fashioned after the
divine model for true discipleship. The initiative
highlights three vital components of thriving
Sabbath Schools:
• BIBLE STUDY AND PRAYER – discover the
power of Bible study and prayer.
• FELLOWSHIP – experience the joy of fellowship
through study, social interactions, and service.
• MISSION – gain world mission education, and
financially support mission work and outreach to
the community through the adoption of quarterly
mission projects.
ALIVE Sabbath School grows churches through
the mission of making disciples.
GROW Your Church, a General Conference
personal ministries initiative also modeled
after the divine method of discipleship, will be
implemented as a soul-winning tool. The personal
ministries plan is patterned after the agricultural
soul-winning cycle taught by Jesus and will be
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taught to the constituents. The education and
resources provided to churches will emphasize
evangelism as a process NOT a mere event.
Following the growth/harvest model of Jesus, the
process of making disciples will be:
Prepare “the soil of the heart with friendship and
service” (Church Wide Community Ministries)
Plant “the seed with spiritual conversations or with
literature and media” (Active Literature & Media
Ministries)
Cultivate “spiritual interest with ongoing Bible
study” (Vibrant Bible Study Ministry)
Harvest “decisions with appeals to follow Christ and
be baptized" (Regular Public Evangelism)
Preserve “the harvest with ongoing discipleship of
new members” (Systematic Discipleship)
Sabbath School Alive! and Personal Ministries
GROW Your Church initiatives work handin-hand as one is an outgrowth, extension,
and sustainer of the other. Both initiatives,
soon to be shared with leaders, offer exciting
opportunities for church growth. Churches
can expect virtual training sessions on various
topics, quarterly virtual Sabbath School
superintendents’ meetings and trainings, virtual
bi-monthly in-depth Bible studies for Sabbath
School teachers, postings on the website of
innovative church GROW activities, links to global
and local mission stories posted on the website,
tips and tools available for download from the
conference website, and more. ALIVE and GROW –
leaders should be on the lookout for information
coming soon.

Prepare, plant, cultivate,
harvest, and preserve.
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Women's Ministries

BOBBE
REYNOLDS
The goals of Women’s Ministries are to empower and
equip all to be ready for our Lord’s return.

W

omen’s Ministries is an opportunity
for discipling, mentoring, and
nurturing women and families.
We provide a place to address the
spiritual, emotional, physical, financial, and
social needs of women in the church through
support systems and educational assistance to
young women through a scholarship program.
Major highlights:

Where can the Women’s Ministries department
go from here?
1) Become more involved in evangelism through
medical missionary work and develop support
groups in the church.

• The Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Ohio Women’s
Book Club

2) Continue to grow its support and involvement
of young adult women.

• First Fridays Youth & Young Adult Devotional

3) Increase fundraisers for scholarships.

• Abuse Awareness seminars continues each
August

4) Work closely with other departments of the
church, such as prison ministries, community
service, etc., to combine resources and reach
more people with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Due to COVID-19, many of the programs are hybrid
or in-person; through the use of ZOOM, the work
of ministry continues.
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Women’s Ministries should address the
establishment of confidential referral teams and
develop support groups for victims of abuse,
domestic violence, and sex trafficking.

• Northern Ohio Annual Tea continues to raise
funds for BLOOM scholarships

Major accomplishments and New Initiatives:
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The challenges:

The members of the Women’s Ministries teams
across the Conference have been blessed
abundantly by God and the main goal is to
be a blessing to others. Thank you for the
opportunity to serve this conference.
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Youth Ministries

JASON
RIDLEY

“We are a generation of youth who are socially conscious,
civically engaged, and spiritually prepared for the Second
Coming of Christ.” AWC Youth Motto

Jason RIdley
Youth Director

T

he Allegheny West Conference Youth
Department exists for the expressed
purpose of furnishing local church
youth leaders with training and
tools to provide an effective youth ministry
program within their local church parish.
The Youth Department provides total
structure for conference-wide youth events
and support and guidance to area federations’
programming.
Socially Conscious
• Cultural Banquets.
• Black History Empowerment Week.
• Juneteenth Celebration.
• Power of Purpose Workshop.
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God truly blessed us to have so
many wonderful experiences
together.

New Initiatives
1. Developed AY Program Manual.
2. Establishment of Annual End of the Year
Rallies/Basketball tournaments.
3. Annual Pine Forge Academy Weekend Visit
with AWC Students.
Virtual Programs (During COVID-19)
1. Weekly Sabbath Youth Service.
2. Summer Camps.
3. Establishment of Family Fun Day .
4. Leadership Training Sessions .
Civic Engagement
1. Youth Voting Workshop.
2. Wrote Letters to Congress.
3. Youth Training interaction with police.
4. Feeding the Homeless (Cleveland, Columbus).
Spiritual Preparation
1. Growth Spurt Teen Health Series.
2. Youth Week of Prayer .
3. Final Four AY Rallies.
4. Thematic Summer Camp Devotions (Make God
Big, Just L.I.V.E. It, etc.).
Major Highlights
1. 2019 Conference-wide participation in the
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North American Division sponsored Pathfinder
“Oshkosh” Camporee.
2. 2019 BAYDA Adventurer Fun Escape Ridgecrest, North Carolina.
Major Accomplishments
1. Served as Treasurer for BAYDA.
2. Re-establishment of Youth Federations .
3. Young Adult Mission Trip to Lesotho, Africa
(Over 70 decisions for baptism).
4. Young Adult Mission trip to Holguin, Cuba (Over
150 decisions for baptism).
5. Expansion of Bible Bowl Ministry.
6. Over $10,000.00 in Student Scholarships raised
through the Cheryl Alli Cotillion.
7. Conference-wide Area Campout.

Final Thought:
It has been a privilege and pleasure to serve
as your Youth Director the last 4 1/2 years.
God truly blessed us to have so many wonderful
experiences together. We also had our
challenges along the way, especially trying
to navigate through the Covid-19 pandemic.
Through it all, it was an amazing experience.
My prayers are with you and the new
Director who will lead during this next
season of Youth Ministries in Allegheny
West Conference.
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Support

STAFF
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Kwami Asamoa
Campground Ranger |
Plant Services

Daniel Castellanos
Assistant Treasurer

Dalia Castellanos
Executive Assistant |
HR Assistant

Jasmine Best
Senior Accountant

Alicia Johnson
Administrative Assistant |
Conference Clerk

Amneris Martinez
Executive Assistant |
HR Generalist

Patricia Mosby
Departmental Assistant

Laura Ottati-Romero
Departmental Assistant
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1080 Kingsmill Parkway, Columbus OH, 43229
Tel: (614) 252-5271, Email: info@awconf.org
www.awconf.org

